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Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere, 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Our Jesus Christ is born. 

By John W. Work, Jr. (1872-1925) 

PASTOR TO PEOPLE 
“Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news  

of great joy for all the people…”  
Luke 2:10 

 “It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas” says a popular secular 
song of the Christmas season.  As I write this column on a snowy dark late 
November evening for your December/January newsletter, I am struck that 
already its beginning to look a lot like Christmas here.  Houses are lit with 
yard décor and trees glow from inside homes around Bright.  I am already 
playing Christmas music, and yet, it’s still a month to Christmas.  Tonight, 
we are getting our first snow of the season in southern Indiana.  Yes, it’s 
beginning to look a lot like Christmas, to us at least.  But what did       
Christmas look like to the Christ child when he was born, or lived among us 
in ancient Palestine?  It likely did not snow.  No one lit much more than an 
oil lamp here and there.  No one went shopping except for food for that day, 
if that.  No Wal-Marts or malls or carolers or carols were there. 

 By January, we will have discarded all the trees, tinsel, lights, carols 
and wrapping paper.  We will likely still have the snow, or cold rainy dark 
nights.  We will also still have the Lord Jesus Christ.  The world will just 
have quit celebrating his day.  But the Light of the World will still be burning 
brightly in the hearts of those who have heard and experienced the Good 
News.  It will still be up to us, Christ’ disciples, to do the work of healing, 
caring, and evangelizing.  Do not be afraid, discouraged or even casual 
about it.  You are the bearers of the light.  You and I are the servants of the 
Christ child born to set the world free.  It is up to us to bring the good news 
of great joy to all the people, who have not heard it or need to hear it.  And 
we will.  We must. 

 Join us for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany at Providence.  Come 
share the joy of Christmas.  Bring some family and friends by too.           
Everybody needs a little Christmas. 

Have a warm Christ-filled Christmas and a Blessed New Year! 

Steve and Fawn Pace 
  



GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY 
2011 CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 The Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special offering       
opportunities for Presbyterian Church USA congregations.  For those of us 
in small congregations, the offering provides the potential for a greater    
impact than we might have as a single congregation.  The funds from this 
offering are divided between the Assistance Program of the Board of     
Pensions and Presbyterian Racial Ethnic Schools & Colleges.  You’ll learn 
more about assistance provided through these funds throughout December.  
The collection of the Joy Offering will take place on Sunday, December 
18th and on Christmas Day. 

MISSION REPORT  
“The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation.”  

 Thank you to all who contributed for the North Dearborn Pantry this 
past year!  Along with our general food and personal toiletry items donated 
to the Pantry, food was collected for Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets. 

 Our Christmas Giving Tree included tags for gifts for children in 
eight area families, totaling 24 children/two gifts per child. This project is 
coordinated through the Pantry, and was assisted by the customers and 
staff of Merchants Bank.  Thank you to everyone who participated!  A            
special thank you goes to Bonnie Anderson for coordinating the effort at the 
Bank. 

“Employ whatever God has entrusted you with, in doing good,  
all possible good, in every possible kind and degree...” 

John Wesley 

UPDATE ON THE BUSSES 
 During the month of November 2011, Barbara has been out of the 
country and Woody has been at their home in California. If you would like to 
make a year end gift to the Busses, you may do so through the following 
organization: 

Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship  
Bill Young, Executive Director 

7132 Portland Ave. #136  
Richfield MN 55423 

 Linda Pelton, 
Mission Chair 

LUNCH BUNCH 
 Lunch Bunch crew will gather on Monday, December 12th at 12 
noon.  Hope that you will be able to join us for a holiday gathering.   In the 
spirit of the season, please bring a pair of children's gloves/mittens or socks 
to trim the Christmas tree.  We'll collect them and donate the items to the 
North Dearborn Food Pantry.  Sign up on Sunday mornings or call Melanie 
and Lee Alexander. 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN CONTINUES  

 The Providence stewardship campaign is winding down as           
November comes to a close.  Thank you to all those who have already   
returned  pledges; if you haven’t yet had the opportunity to complete your 
card, we’ll gladly accept it.  Some of you might wonder why we place such 
an emphasis on return of pledge cards.  The Session considers only the      
cumulative dollars pledged as we plan for outreach and mission along with 
the ongoing costs of maintenance, utilities and programs for the upcoming 
year. Individual pledge amounts remain confidential with only the elder   
assigned to stewardship maintaining records to provide documentation of 
contributions for federal tax purposes.   

OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT  
 Income for the month of October was $6248.00 and expenses were 
$7560.59.  The year to date income is $89,632.62 which includes a         
one- time payment from Dearborn County of $15,495 as part of the planned 
Stateline/Salt Fork Rd. project.  Expenses for the January-October, 2011 
time frame have been $67,162.  With 10 months behind us, Providence  
appears to be on track to remain within the approved budget for 2011.  

PER CAPITA FOR 2012 
 The Presbytery of Cincinnati announced that $27.88 is the per    
capita amount for 2012.  Providence is responsible for the payment of this 
amount for each of our active members.  If you are able to assist in the 
sharing of this cost, simply note that you wish to contribute to per capita on 
your check.  Of the $27.88 total amount, Synod of the Covenant receives 
$3.25 and General Assembly receives $6.63. 

2012 BUDGET PLAN 
 The Session has approved a budget of $92,073 for next year.  A 
significant portion of the additional budget will be allocated to mission and 
outreach as we strive to return to a “tithe” level for mission and outreach.   

Melanie Alexander, 
Stewardship Chair 



PROVIDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SPENDING PLAN FOR 2012 

 The Session began to plan for the upcoming budget earlier this 
year.  As we continued our discussions, we recognized that some revisions 
to the sequencing of account lines would be useful to provide clarity about 
our spending.   The Session approved the budget plan for 2012 at the    
November 14th meeting.   

 Based on 9 months of actual income the projected income for 2011 
is $90,517.  Expenses for this year are projected to be $88,514.  Here is 
some additional information on the six categories of spending. 

Salaries & Benefits –The overall percentage of the spending plan for this 
category is consistent with other organizations similar to ours.  Session  
recommends changes to the terms of call for Rev. Steven Pace. Although 
the position is described as 24 hours per week, Rev. Pace consistently   
provides pastoral leadership in excess of that time. 

Presbyterian churches are bound by rules for minimum compensations for 
called pastors such as Rev. Pace, Pastor compensation must be approved 
by the appropriate presbytery.   The new terms of call were approved     
during the November 27, 2011 Congregational Meeting..   

The Session has approved an increase of 3% for the administrative        
assistant at the time of her anniversary date.   

Mission - Last year, the Session reluctantly reduced our overall mission 
budget by a significant amount. .  For 2012, the approved budget plans for 
an increase from 3.6% to 6% of the total budget.  We believe that we are 
called to ‘stretch’ in our giving in the area of mission and outreach and have 
adopted a significant increase in this area. 

Program – Includes Christian Education, worship and music, youth & other 
activities along with  our spending for the fellowship program.  

Administration – Includes costs for office supplies, equipment, postage, 
telephone, leadership training, and the per capita tax.  Cincinnati          
Presbytery announced the 2012 per capita amount is $27.88 per member.  
A proposed increase by the US Postal Service is incorporated into the plan.  

Maintenance and Insurance – Includes ongoing costs for maintenance 
and repairs of the building and grounds and our facility insurance. The 
maintenance budget has been increased because of the aged building and 
ongoing upkeep that is required.  

Utilities – Includes water, electric, heating/cooling and sewage costs. The 
proposed plan increases electricity and gas charges slightly. 

Line Item Category Title Proposed % of Total
Mission & Outreach

1 Presbyterian Mission 2,060.00$     
2 Local Mission & Outreach 3,360.00$     

TOTAL 5,420.00$     5.9%
Salaries & Benefits

3      Pastor Salary 15,874.00$   
4 Housing 12,900.00$   
5 Pension & Medical 11,004.00$   
6 Phone 750.00$        
7 Continuing Education 1,000.00$     

Mileage actual
    Total Pastor 41,528.00$   

8     Admin. Assistant Salary 12,051.00$   
9 Federal Taxes 922.00$        

     Total Adm. Asst. 12,973.00$   
10     Music Professional Salary 6,800.00$     
11 Federal Taxes 398.00$        

     Total Music Prof. 7,198.00$     
TOTAL PERSONNEL 61,699.00$   67%

Denominational
12 Per Capita 1,561.00$     1.6%

Program
13    Worship 800.00$        
14    Pulpit Supply 600.00$        
15    Music 320.00$        
16    Christian Education 300.00$        
17    Fellow ship 1,050.00$     
18    Deacons 350.00$        

TOTAL 3,420.00$     3.7%
Administrative/Office

19    Telephone 1,765.00$     
20    Office Supplies 550.00$        
21    Copier 2,835.00$     
22    Postage & Meter 798.00$        

TOTAL 5,948.00$     6.5%
Property/Utilities/Insurance

23     Maintenance & Repair 4,800.00$     
24     Electricity 2,600.00$     
25     Gas 2,500.00$     
26     Water 275.00$        
27     Sew age 275.00$        
28     Facility Insurance 2,700.00$     
29     Workers Comp. Ins. 250.00$        

TOTAL 13,400.00$   14.6%



CHRISTMAS TEA & COOKIE EXCHANGE 
 Sunday, December 18th after Worship please join us in the           
Fellowship Hall for tea (and coffee) and cookies (as well as other light 
goodies and sugar-free items). I will be passing around a sign up sheet for 
you to sign up to bring your most favorite cookies to share and enjoy. When 
you bring your cookies bring the recipe (if you have one) as you will be    
giving the gift of one great recipe as you receive great recipes in return. 
Also, please bring a non-perishable food item, shampoo or deodorant for 
the food pantry as your “admission” to the tea.   As always, if you have any 
questions, please let me know. Hope to see you there as we enjoy the   
Season with those that hold a special place in our hearts here at          
Providence all the while helping spread the Christmas Cheer within our own 
community. 

  

with names on it to take for the needy. I wish I had the money to take every 
name on there and provide them with their wants and needs (you better 
believe if and when I win the lottery those names are all mine!).  And I hate 
to see the trees after the holiday is over still standing with names on them. I 
worry and wonder if these lost angels were blessed with any gifts at all. 
Then I remember that the birth of Christ is the most wonderful long awaited 
present anyone could expect; and even if they did not physically get a    
present the Lord is there showering them with his love and holding them in 
the palm of his hand.  

 I hope my face is showing the gratitude that my heart is feeling for 
the Christ that listens to my every need, concern, blessing, and thanks this 
time (and all times) of the year.  The birth of Christ is a life long present. It is 
truly a present that keeps on giving.  As this holiday season comes and 
goes, as we shop, bake, wrap, and celebrate the glorious season among 
us, let us keep the true meaning of Christmas in our hearts.  It is the birth of 
Christ. Let’s give him a present this year.  Let’s pray and give our thanks 
and praise for him.  Let’s take our joys and concerns to him.  He will supply 
us with our every need, we just have to ask.  I hope you have a wonderful 
holiday season and I hope you to see you at Christmas Eve Service so you 
can be moved to tears with me as Christ touch’s your heart and holds you 
in the palm of his hands!     

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!! 

 Robin Jones, 
Fellowship-Congregational Life Chair 

  

FELLOWSHIP—CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
“We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard,  

so that you also may have fellowship with us…..” 
I John 1:3  

CHRISTMAS IS THANKSGIVING 
 I must say that I love Christmas just as much as I love           
Thanksgiving.  They are truly two special holidays that when you think 
about it are a lot similar.  During the Thanksgiving season we took the time 
to stop and realize what we were thankful for and what we actually take for 
granted.  We might not have gotten presents but getting presents is not 
what it is really all about anyway.  The purpose of Thanksgiving (at least to 
me) [even when it does not seem possible] is to realize just how lucky you 
are to be who you are, with what you have, doing what you are doing, and 
sending your thanks to the Lord the blessed Maker of all!  

 Then comes Christmas.  I love the way everything is decorated and 
smells and the twinkle of the lights that illumine the decorations.  I love all 
the Christmas movies (and I must admit some cartoons as well) that try to 
instill in us the true meaning of this holiday season (you know the meaning 
that we are supposed to be caring in our hearts all year…yeah that      
meaning).  I love the old-fashioned Christmas dinner we have: crown roast 
with all the trimmings. One of my most favorite parts of Christmas (if not my 
most favorite) is coming to Providence for the Christmas Eve Service.  I 
love singing the beautiful songs of the season (and I could and do sing 
them all year), as I give thanks for Christ being born for me.  I love sitting in 
the dim candle light listening to the carols being sung about the birth of    
Jesus and then everyone singing Silent Night.  The glow from everyone’s 
face from the candle light as they sing about the Lord’s birth is                
unforgettable.  I find the whole experience so beautiful.  I have to confess, I 
cry every year (Good thing we don’t sing O’ Holy Night cause I would be 
sobbing uncontrollably). I am truly moved to tears.  I can feel Christ      
touching my heart. [hmm..Maybe that is the Christmas glow that people 
get?]  It is at that point I think that I am truly realizing what Christ has done 
(and continues to do) for me.  

 Which brings me to presents; who does not like presents?  I must 
say I do.  But I truly do like to give more than receive.  I love listening to my 
gift receivers all though the year and picking up on little things that they say 
or do that tells me what they would like to have; then fulfilling their wish by 
getting them what they asked for (when they might not have even realized 
they were asking for it).  The look of gratitude on their face as well as the 
exuberance and glee in their voice when they are presented with a long 
receive is enough present for me.  How thankful they are that someone was 
listening to them [even when they did not think anyone was] and they in 
turn send their thanks to the blessed Lord for providing them with their 
needs (and wants).  My heart grows heavy though whenever I see a tree 



The  
Providence Presbyterian Cookbook  

Is On It’s Way! 
  

 Just in time for the holidays –  
available after December 14th 

  

Come to the Table 
  

Contains 184 Time Tested  
& Loved Recipes 

  
Price   $9.50 each 

See Melanie Alexander 
  

Proceeds will support the North Dearborn Pantry 



  

From “These Days—Daily Devotions for Living by Faith” 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Available in the church narthex  
or contact the church office to have one mailed to you 
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Available in the church narthex  
or contact the church office to have one mailed to you 



Advent 
Devotional 

  
Pick up a copy   

in the church narthex  
or contact  

the church office  
to have a copy  
mailed to you 

 

ELDERS  
Christian Ed. & Property James Hall 812-537-4169 
Fellowship Robin Jones 812-637-3581 
Mission Linda Pelton 513-467-1183 
 Jerry Pelton 513-467-1183 
Stewardship Melanie Alexander 812-637-0904 
Worship Dave Murphy 812-539-4786 

DEACONS 
Pat Murphy 812-539-4786 Sheila Jones 812-637-3791 
Julius Huffman 812-637-3774 Donna Rae Myerson 812-637-5658 
Kathy Michaels 812-537-9581 Verna Dunning 812-637-3594 

SERVING THE CHURCH 
  LEADERS GREETERS COMMUNION 

12/4 Janis Hargrove Joyce & Julius Huffman 
12/11 Stephanie Niemeier Ginny Booker 
12/18 Judy Greer 
12/25 Sheila Jones Robin & Sheila Jones 

CLEANING THE CHURCH 
12/2 Bob Waples 
12/9  
12/16 Kathy Michaels 
12/23 Robin Jones 
12/30  

 

Enjoy your day! 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 Ben Michaels 
2 Shirley Jacobson 
3 Luanna Gaebel 
4 R. C. Jones 
4 Eben Arnett 
9 Linda Johnson 

13  Denise Disney 
15 Daphne Bradley 
19 Carey (Blasdel) Arnett 
20 Robin Jones 
21 Heather Mays 
22 Mona Keyes 
26  Nick Borne 
30 Krysi Arnett 

    
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
8 Matt & Krysi Arnett 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
6 Judy Simonson 
13 Wilma Blasdel 
17 Cheryl Speicher  
17 Debbie Sutton 
21 Linda Pelton 
22 Mary Jo Puckett 
23 Fawn Pace 
24 Betty Ann Lux 
27 David Murphy 
27 Milton Carley 
27 Bob Sutton 
29 Shirley McComas 
29 Zach Price 



FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 
Please remember that all February Newsletter Articles are due on        

January 24th.   
Be sure to contact the church office for any changes of address or phone 

number. 
  

Have a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

THE POWER OF PRAYER 
So often we have witnessed the power of prayer.  

We ask that you remember in prayer these members and friends  
of our church family: 

Barb & Woody Busse, Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship 
Martha Roma Vishwasi of India—in support of her education in India 
Bobby (Ginny Booker’s son)—COPD 
Joe (Ginny Booker’s son)—lung cancer—undergoing chemotherapy—improving 
Maria Lowry (Alexander’s daughter)—bilateral pneumonia 
Pat Pelton—job search  
John Blasdel, Jr.—prayers for strength 
Jason Myers—brain tumor 
Jamie (friend of the Niemeier’s)—terminal cancer—hospitalized 
Eric Wright—cancer—surgery scheduled 12/13 
Sally Gasky (Barb Burch’s sister)—cancer—under treatment 
Jake Jacobsen—recovering at home 
Ryden Beck (infant)—received a heart transplant 
Lee Alexander—diabetes care 
Melanie Alexander—prayers for strength 
Barbara Burch—broken left wrist 
Dave Murphy—pneumonia—at Ridgewood 
Kathy Michaels—sciatica 
Ray Wilson—cancer 
John Greer—heart problems 
Jim Greer—breathing problems 
Wilma Blasdel—hospitalized at DCH 

Our Church 
Pray for the Presbytery of Cincinnati, Synod of the Covenant, and the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA).  Ask God to infuse us with truths we need to hear for our life as a 
Church in God's Reign in the world. 

  Our Nation – Our World – Our Service Men & Women 
Pray for Jason Johnson, Jake Viel, Joe Colyer & all US soldiers stationed overseas & their   
families.  Pray for those who have been injured & families of soldiers who have died in the Middle 
East.  Pray for Christians in Pakistan and the church there.   


